Joint industry statement on the upcoming EDPB Opinion on data
processing in the context of Al model training

The undersigned industry associations welcome the EDPB initiative to organise a stakeholder event to
obtain feedback on its announced opinion on data processing in the context of Al model training.
Although we appreciate the initiative, given the complexity of the discussions, it remains questionable
whether a fast-track opinion is the appropriate instrument for this particular matter, or whether the
recourse to more extensive guidelines could have been more fit for purpose.

Having said that, we call on the EDPB to adopt a balanced, pragmatic approach that enables the

| “

development and deployment of Al “made in Europe”, while respecting Europe’s high privacy

standards.

Al technologies have enormous potential, both in terms of economic benefits and in terms of
enhancing Europe’s global competitiveness. However, as highlighted in “The future of European
competitiveness” (Draghi report), the interplay between the enforcement of the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Al Act is a source of uncertainty that could hinder the growth of
Al in Europe and undermine its aspirations to lead in Al innovation.

The upcoming EDPB Opinion can determine how effectively Europe can harness the full potential of Al
while ensuring the availability of Al that reflects European values.

We appreciate that the EDPB has opened up the possibility of providing feedback formally in relation
to this important Opinion and would encourage the EDPB to continue to do so, especially with industry,
in a more inclusive and permanent manner.

Considerations for the EDPB Opinion

To harness the potential of Al and stimulate innovation and investment, the EDPB Opinion should
adopt the following approach:

1. A clear scope with a focus on the processing of personal data for developing and training
generative Al models.

2. A uniform application to all controllers engaged in training generative Al models, regardless
of size or nature, in alignment with the GDPR’s principles of legal certainty, non-discrimination,
equal treatment and protection of data subjects.

3. A pragmatic technology-neutral approach, that avoids prescriptive technical steps, and
instead, upholds the GDPR's principles-based approach, allowing flexibility for controllers to
achieve compliance as Al evolves rapidly.

Enabling safe Al that reflects European values

We urge the EDPB to adopt a practical and realistic approach that reflects the vast spectrum of
technological realities while ensuring robust safeguards for fundamental rights. If we are to realistically
address the competitiveness concerns of the Draghi report, while ensuring the development and
adoption of Al “made in Europe”, we will need to ensure access to substantial amounts of high-quality
European data.



Sufficient access to data is also crucial for bias mitigation and for improved representativeness of Al
systems. A flexible regulatory framework that does not impose unjustified barriers to data access is a
prerequisite to innovation that reflects European values.

The undersigned trade associations/industry representatives look forward to constructive discussions
during the upcoming stakeholders’ event and remain committed to collaborating towards a future
where Al can thrive in Europe.

Signatories:

Asociacion Espafiola de la Economia Digital (Adigital) - 367588046372-04

Afnum - 832852453029-02

Allied for Startups - 634665118544-37

Association des Services Internet Communautaires (ASIC) - W751242219

Association of the Internet Industry (ECO) - 483354220663-40

Computer & Communications Industry Association (CCIA Europe) — 281864052407-46

DOT Europe - 53905947933-43
EurolSPA - 54437813115-56

Federation of European Data and Marketing (FEDMA) - 39300567160-02

ITI = Information Technology Industry Council - 061601915428-87

NL Digital - 513647192411-18

Slovak Alliance for Innovation Economy (Sapie) - 793779648066-85

Startups Cyprus

Startups Hungary - 086426750559-91

Technology Ireland - 479468313744-50



https://www.adigital.org/
https://www.afnum.fr/
https://alliedforstartups.org/
https://www.lasic.fr/
https://international.eco.de/
https://ccianet.org/
https://doteurope.eu/
https://www.euroispa.org/
https://www.fedma.org/
https://www.itic.org/
https://www.nldigital.nl/
https://sapie.sk/
http://www.startup-cyprus.com/
https://www.startuphungary.io/
https://www.ibec.ie/technologyireland

Foerd TaLLED

. YA
O adigital AENUM STARTUPS

Association Computer & Communications

. L]
ﬂlli:rsn!gtmes CCZ Industry Association
Communautaires ASSOCIATION OF THE Open Markets. Gpen Systems. Open Hetworks.

INTERNET INDUSTRY

DOTe  Euroispa  FEDMA

e

6 ITI ég NLdigital sapie»

## Technolo
& Ireland -

g‘:{l STARTUP
HUNGARY

STARTUP CYPRUS




